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Major twenty-first century challenges force us to rethink twentieth-century devel-
opment paradigms. Rapidly growing urban populations, climate change, and the 
negative social and environmental effects of current forms of economic growth will 
oblige us to build a new operational framework for development. As development 
practitioners, we see innovation as the key to unlocking these apparently irreduc-
ible issues and opening the door to new trajectories and transitions. 

Rising as a counterpoint to today’s challenges, we see deeply transformative and 
hope-inspiring new models and technologies, such as “green tech,” nanotech, and 
digital computing and communications; these innovations are changing our econo-
mies, our relationship to the environment, and our way of living together.  

Only creative capacity, flexibility, and a certain audacity can generate the sustain-
able solutions we need to overcome today’s challenges. We believe that the concept 
of “innovation” needs a more precise definition, the better to assume its central 
place among tools and action-oriented methods that will drive the post-2015 inter-
national development agenda.  

To give concrete shape and definition to the concept of innovation, AFD, IDDRI 
and TERI called on their vast network of renowned experts and scholars from all four 
corners of the world. In this 2014 edition of A Planet for Life, these authors share 
their analyses, clarify various perspectives on innovation, and examine thirty years 
of experiments in sustainable development, drawn from all sectors of the economy. 
The authors describe experimental tools, institutions and models; however, such 
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inventions may not lend themselves to scaling-up and global dissemination. Our 
three organizations hold stakes in these experiments, draw on them, and share them 
on a daily basis with our partners – governments, enterprises, financial institutions, 
development agencies and research centers – who propose equally if not even more 
dynamic new models and adaptations in turn. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Sed non risus. Suspendisse 
lectus tortor, dignissim sit amet, adipiscing nec, ultricies sed, dolor. Cras elementum 
ultrices diam. Maecenas ligula massa, varius a, semper congue, euismod non, mi. 
Proin porttitor, orci nec nonummy molestie, enim est eleifend mi, non fermentum 
diam nisl sit amet erat. Duis semper. Duis arcu massa, scelerisque vitae, consequat 
in, pretium a, enim. Pellentesque congue. Ut in risus volutpat libero pharetra tempor. 
Cras vestibulum bibendum augue. Praesent egestas leo in pede. Praesent blandit 
odio eu enim. Pellentesque sed dui ut augue blandit sodales. Vestibulum ante ipsum 
primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; Aliquam nibh. Mauris 
ac mauris sed pede pellentesque fermentum. Maecenas adipiscing ante non diam 
sodales hendrerit. Ut velit mauris, egestas sed, gravida nec, ornare ut, mi. Vesti-
bulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; 

We present this volume as part of our effort to think about and build tools for today 
and for the future, when development will take place in a more open and collabora-
tive fashion. In these analyses, we hope that readers will find ideas to spark their own.




